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		 	The Mission of SWCC is to promote respect for wildlife & increase the public's awareness of the importance of pre-
serving wildlife through the care of injured and orphaned California native wild animals and community education.  
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Creature Feature 
Winter 2023 

By Janice Lookabaugh 
 
Every year we admit several tur-

tles, both escaped pets and wild. 
Some have damaged shells from be-
ing run over by cars, mauled by dogs, 
some have swallowed a fishhook, 
others were kidnapped as they wan-
dered through yards. 

The only native turtle in Califor-
nia is the western pond turtle (Ac-
tinemys marmorata) also known as the 
Pacific pond turtle. It is a medium 
size turtle, about eight inches long. 
The carapace, or top shell, is brown 
or dull olive, and may have darker 
streaks. The plastron (the part of the 
shell on the underside) is yellowish, 
sometimes with dark blotches. Their 
heads and legs are even dull green 
without any red or yellow streaks. 

Western pond turtles live in 
marshes, streams, rivers, ponds, and 
lakes, spending most of their time in 
water. They are omnivorous, eating 
insects, crayfish and other aquatic in-
vertebrates. Sometimes they eat fish, 
tadpoles, frogs, carrion, algae, and 
other plants. 

Western Pond Turtle Hatchling                                             Veronica 
Sandow 

	

continued on page 7 

They breed in the spring and sometimes in fall. The females walk as 
much as half a mile from water to find a suitable nesting site. There they 
dig a shallow hole and lay five to thirteen eggs. After covering the hole, 
they leave, never to return. When the eggs hatch, the babies dig their way 
to the surface and travel back to the water on their own. 

In the winter or during times of drought when the water dries up, west-
ern pond turtles can spend up to two hundred days out of the water. 

They can live for 50 to 70 years. 
The population of western pond turtles is considered Vulnerable on 

the International Union for Conservation of Nature red list. The red list 
provides scientifically-based information about species’ survival. Vulnera-
ble means a species will probably become endangered in the near future 
due to survival threats like habitat loss, climate change, disease, or compe-
tition with introduced species. 

  



	2	

Injured Turtle.                                                      Donna Burt 
	By Donna Burt 

 
Sometimes a turtle's shell is broken beyond any hope 

of repair, but sometimes the damage can be repaired.  
The simplest repairs, such as covering the wound 

with fiberglass or acrylic, may seem fast and easy but 
don't work in the long run. As the shell continues to 
grow, the fiberglass or acrylic stays the same size, even-
tually causing the body to become deformed.  

Also, there is no way to see if the underlying tissue is 
still healthy. If the shell fragments don't have good cir-
culation, they will die and decay. There could be a lot of 
infection and necrotic tissue hidden under those simple 
repairs. Turtles have pretty slow metabolisms, and it can 
be hard to tell if they are sick. The infection may take 
months to show up. 
 

Healed Fractures                                   Donna Burt 
		

Shell Repair                                                         Donna Burt 
	

A turtle's shell is made up of scutes or bony plates 
covered with keratin. Keratin is similar to hair and fin-
gernails. As the turtle grows, each of the scutes gets big-
ger. Baby turtles have the same number of scutes as 
adult turtles.  

For a broken shell to heal, the fractures must be lined 
up and held ridged so the bones can rejoin, much as a 
broken arm or leg would heal. The sides of the scutes 
also need to be lined up, so they grow without deform-
ing the shell.  

Aligning the shell pieces can be done in several ways. 
Broken edges can be wired together. Fractures in the 
middle of the shell can be glued to supports that stabi-
lize the shell until the edges knit together. In this turtle, 
the supports are wires. We have a newer version using 
plastic squares and zip ties, but we haven't had a reason 
to try those out yet.  

Once the turtle's fractures are healed, they can be re-
leased. The shell should continue to grow normally. 

*** 
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Our annual Baby Animal Shower will be on April 
15, 2023, between 10:00 am and 3:00 pm. 

Although our fancy hot rod BBQ won’t be able to 
make it this year, we will have plenty of BBQ tri-tip 
done on a more conventional-looking BBQ. Of course, 
there will be ice cream sundaes, sodas, chips, and other 
goodies. 

We will have talks featuring all of our resident ani-
mals. The schedule will be posted on the website as 
soon as it is finalized. 

 
Janice joined the SWCC back in august of 2017 as 

an animal care volunteer. She joined the board of di-
rectors in 2018 and became the treasurer in 2019.  

Although the treasure's job is to oversee the fi-
nances, we are small enough so the treasure's job also 
entails the bookkeeping, a technical and somewhat 
thankless job. 

 

 
At that time, every single purchase had to be man-

ually entered into the bookkeeping program, along 
with every single donation - each in the correct cate-
gory, and payroll. Then every month, the books must 
be reconciled. All the entries must exactly match the 
bank records to the penny. 

Since Janice has a bachelors in math and a masters 
in biostatistics from the University of Michigan, she is 
more than qualified to navigate our bookkeeping pro-
gram. 

Fortunately, technology has improved, and many 
of the purchases are now automatically entered into 
the bookkeeping system. 

I value Janice's wisdom and her point of view even 
when I disagree. She is level headed and dedicated to 
the SWCC. I am looking forward to retirement at 
some point, so I asked Janice to take over the board 
chair position, which she did in October, 2022. 

Since then she has done a great job. 
 
Please welcome Janice as our new chairman of the 

board of directors.  
*** 

 

We will also have a raffle, silent auction, and tee 
shirts for sale. 

And for the kids; there will be crafts, owl pellets, 
face painting, rock painting, and other activities. 

We hope to be able to let you look in and see some 
of the babies being fed. 

Please plan to join us and celebrate all the 1,500 or 
so baby animals we will receive this year. 

*** 
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Each year we honor the people who have made significant donations to the SWCCC. We thank you all 
for your generosity. Some of the names on these lists are new, but many have been here for years, helping 
us grow and improve our facilities. There are also a couple of large donors who wish to be anonymous. 
Please, know that we also appreciate your contributions. 

Abe's Discount Plumbing and 
Electrical Supplies 

Jami & Bernard Aggers 
Marlene Agresti 
James Dachenaus & Annabelle 

Aguilar 
Susan Alimonti 
Yvonne Allen 
Robert Amberger 
Suzanne & Michael Andersen 
Denise Anderson 
Certified Appraisals 
Anna Marie Atchison 
Rosaline Avakian 
Barbara Baer 
Janice Baffunno 
Samuel & Margaret Baker 
Lori A. Barakatt 
Keith & Cynthia Barker 
Lew and Andrea Barker 
Sue Barnes 
Nancie Barnett 
Lawrence & Cheryl Bartlett 
Karen Baumbach 
Amy Beck 
Jarrod & Nicole Bell 
 

Roy & Vicki Ellis 
Mabel & Jerry Erwin 
Dorothy Fairchild 
Zachary & Erynn Farmer 
Kent & Truda Faulkner 
James Feeney 
Dona Washington & Jose  Fer-

nandez 
Garrick & Casey Fichtner 
Geoff Finger 
Bruce & Kathleen Frauenkron 
Dottie Frias 
Maureen Fuertes 
Elsa Fulton 
Leesa & Mitchell Gagos 
Maria Gallegos 
David & Margot Germano 
Brian & Laura Gini 
Richard & Nancee Gomez 
Hamid Amirsheybani & Kim  

Goodsell 
Julie Gorman 
Jennifer Gowans 
Cindy Greeson 
Byron & Jane Gregerson 
Kelly Gregerson 
 

Michael Altomare  
Ameriprise Financial  
Michelle Barnard  
Elizabeth Barnett  
Belinda Bittner  
Angie Bosio  
Chicken Ranch Tribal Council  
Albert Dixon  
Sherry Erich  
Ray Jr. Figone  
 

Neff Fleisig  
Louise Gill  
Kathleen Gonsales  
Rose Stillo & Tracy  Grainger  
Karen Koenig  
Janice Lookabaugh  
Larry & Janice Lowder  
Michael & Paulette MacDonald  
S. Kyle Pack  
James Pennoyer  
 

Jennifer Pitts  
Elaine & Keith Rogers  
Kristina Santos  
Tricia Schreeder Turner  
John Swisegood  
The Baltoro Trust  
Tri County Wildlife Care  
Christine Turner  
Cathy Williams  
Kathy Zumbrunn  
 

Communities Foundation of Texas  Margaret Miller 
Gary & Carol Dunn  Jennifer Murer 

Kathy Berkeley 
Joel & Halla Bernard 
 Bixby & Aguiar Attorneys at Law 
Ken & Paula Blackshear 
Victoria Blake 
Jesusita Blanquet 
Jo Ann Bledsoe 
John & Nancy Boggs 
Lew & Megan Boyle 
Rick Brenes 
Sandy & Jerry Brunn 
Fran Bryant 
David Bryson 
Constance A. Bulfer 
Harvey & Nancy Bye 
Dennis Campi 
Tony & Nancy Cardwell 
Charlie Care 
Thomas Carman 
Mary Carone 
Tommi Lou Carosella 
Annette Carpenter 
Inge Carpenter 
Rosemary Cayton 
Thomas Parks & Lani Chappell 
Robert & Joan Chiesa 
 

Lucinda Chipponeri 
Cheryl Cline 
Sylvia Coelho 
Tim & Jan Conas 
Albert & Elizabeth Conlin 
Darlene Connelly 
Diana Connolly 
Lauris & William Conrad 
Terri Corbeil 
Richard & Mary Corona 
Joan E. Cossetta 
Jerome Cottrell 
Roselyn & Don Cunningham 
Daniel & Jaclyn Da Silva 
Lana Daily 
Alan & Gail Damas 
Alan Daniel 
Harold & Janette De Armond 
Cecilia Diaz 
Doug & Vicki Divine 
Lynne Dixon 
Brian & Veronica Dolnick 
Jonaca & Bill Driscoll 
Ellen Dunn 
Beverly Eaton 
D P and Michael Ellis 
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Supplies We Need 
Paper Towels 
Scrub Brushes 
Puppy Pads 
13 gal plastic garbage bags 
Dishwashing Gloves (S & M) 
Visit our Amazon Wish List for other ideas. 
 

Volunteers & Money 

Alan & Pamela Little 
Jesse Loera 
Mitch & Terisa Logsdon 
Carol Long 
Evaly & Krista Long 
John Looper 
Jessica Lopez 
Fred & Angela Luchessa 
Jonathan Lueth 
Concepcion Lukins 
 M!Fatik Graphic Communica-

tions 
Ana Maria Machado 
Christine & Christopher Madsen 
Patricia Magneson 
Verena Marshall 
Stephanie Stolte & Paula  Martelli 
Mary Martinez 
Michelle Mason 
Jim & Joani Matthews 
Sandra Mattos 
Steve & Zella Mayotte 
Mary & Robert McCabe 
Sarah McClain 
Nancy McGowan 
Sheryl McRae 
Debbie McVay 
Janet McWilliams 
Marty Miknus 
David and Carol Milam 
Barbara Miller 
Janice K  Milliken 
 Mistlin Honda 
Barton Muller 
Manuel Murillo 
Jim & Kay Myers 
Tom Myers 
Henry & Mary Navarrete 
Perry Nelson 
Arlene Ng 
Anna Nicholas 
James and Lisa Nix 
Mary O'Neil 
Jose & Ruth Olguin 
John & Susan Oney 
Cynthia Onken 
Risa  Ono 
Cathy & Gene Orland 
Billie Jo Ousley 
John Harris & Lisa Palermo 
Suzanne Parker 
Shane Parson 
 Passadori Ranch 
 Paul 
Cathie & Bill Peck 
Carmen Pedrioli 
John Pedro 
Cece & John Pehle 
Karen Pereira 
Mary Perry 
Mary Perusina 
 Piazza Ranch 
 Plan-Tech 
Teresa Plaugher 
Larry & Nancy Podolsky 
Susan Podolsky MD 
Jon Poggi 

Gisele Pritchard 
Melissa Proudian 
Nancy & Buzz Rasmussen 
Yvonna Ray 
Gary & Alicin Reeve 
H. Dieter & Hanna Renning 
Nancy & Spencer Reynolds 
Terry & Debbie Richardson 
Ronald Richter 
Daniel & Marilyn Ricketts 
Anna Robinson 
Roxanne Rocha 
Anthony Sutter & Katelyn  

Roedner 
Jeffrey Rosenblum 
Michele Ruiz 
Janet Ruscoe 
Jose & Hope Saldana 
Jennifer Sampson 
David Sandoval 
Cris Schaffert 
Brian Schardt 
Gerald & Janice Schneider 
Kimberley Schow 
Barbara Shanahan 
Therese Shanahan 
Blaine Shultz 
Sue & Randy Siefkin 
Howard & Effie Siggins 
Kevin Siggins 
Jean Simmons 
Nancy Sitkiewicz 
Kelly Sizemore 
Marsha Skinner 
Terry Smith 
William Smith 
Paulette Spadini 
Donna Starn 
R C Starn & Sons 
Anna Stewart 
Tami & Marc Stocks 
Seth and Dana Stone 
Strata Habitat Foundation 
 

Susan & Robert Surber 
Lorilee Sutter 
Tammy Swisegood 
Margaret Szczepaniak 
Technical Fabrication 
Arlis & Sylvia Teekell 
Julia Ten Brink 
Linda Tereba 
Nancy & Don Tetrick 
Jill Tidman 
Mike & Melissa Tozzi 
Brenda Trantham 
 Turlock Garden Club 
Paula & John Turocy 
Monika Ullmann 
 United Methodist Women 
F. M. Upton & Sons 
Laura Van Nieuwenhuyzen 
Barbara Van Overbeek 
Bryan & Heather Vander Schuur 
Debbie  Vanderplaats 
Norma Varrati 
Joann Veenstra 
Gary and Barbara Vian 
Dr Gary and Babette Wagner 
Kim Wahler 
Susan Washington 
Joann Watkins 
Rod & Rena Webster 
Sheila Weldum 
Darcy Wendt 
Ronald West 
Lou & Linda Wheeler 
Leland & Judi White 
Fern Williams 
Mary Williams 
Sharrol Williams 
Sandra Wilson 
Donald & Susan Wyatt 
Laurie Yee 
A. Karen Yingling 
Gary & Carole Young 
 

Ron & Rhonda Grider 
Melissa Grijalva 
George Griset 
Jane Groft 
Paul Guerrero 
Robin Gulvin 
Leona Guzman 
Willian & Rita Habeeb 
Jill Hall 
Marlene Halstead 
Jen Hannink 
Marvin & Susan Harper 
Anne L Harris 
Aron & Family Harris 
Tracee & Wayne Harris 
Mark & Nancy Haskett 
Eva Hass 
Jonell and John Hassapakis 
Mary Haygood 
Jose & Denise Hernandez 
John & Ruby Herrick 
Gregory Heune 
Susan & Douglas Highiet 
 Hinds Spreading 
Madeline Holloway 
Teresa Holmes 
Stan & Diana Holtz 
Terri Horner 
Walt Howerton 
Barbara Hudelson 
Amina Ibrahim 
Greg & Marta Israel 
Susan Jackson 
Ronald & Kristin Johns 
Allan Johnson 
Paula Johnson 
Jug Jorgensen 
Joyce Joy 
Wayne & Kathy Junso 
Marie Kelly 
Iris Kestler 
Rita Kidd 
 Al & Olga Kiehl 
Hugh & Diane Kiely 
John & Lynnda Kiley 
Laurie Kinslow 
Candy Klaschus 
Lauren Klein 
Eric Kline 
Eva Kohot 
Elizabeth & Helen Kounias 
Andrew La Mance 
Amy Lacy 
Ann Laffin 
David Tucker & Linda Lagace 
 Lander Veterinary Clinic 
Richard & Jackie Lane 
Anthony Langford 
Ken & Lisa Larson 
Duane & Tina Lawrence 
Jodie Lee 
John Lee 
Anastasia Legatos 
Ruth Leon 
Suzanne Lewis 
Susan Linn 
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Manuel Aguiniga 
Nancy Alders 
Mark & Babette Alvernaz 
Carol Anderson 
Gerry & Jolene Anderson 
Emma Andrade 
Alicia Angelo 
Mikala Baba 
Lance Barger 
Karen Barstow 
Hope Barthel 
Donald Bartley 
Susan & Greg Benes 
Dave & Janet Berezay 
Myron & Maribeth Bertolero 
Richard & Ruth Bettencourt 
Loretta Bodiford 
Daniel & Karen Bonillas 
Shamerin Bourang 
Ann Boykin 
Belinda Braunstein 
Kris Brereton 
Sydney L. Brown 
Lorraine Brughelli 
David Brush 
Annhenrie Campbell 
Martha Carter-Bhatti 
Cheryl Cathcart 
Ceres Woman's Club 
Vanda Aalgaard & Alan Claunch 
Mary Conley 
Jeremy Cook 
Mary Cox 
Sheri Darroug 
Conor Demings 

Mark & Anne Looker 
LLC Living Creations 
Steve Lopez 
Georgina Louis 
Marty Mann 
Maggi and John Fodrie McNeil 
Andrew & Stacee Meis 
Thomas Meninga 
Mary Merrell 
Cynthia Milford 
Marlyn & Sharrell Miller 
Jennifer Monnich-Smith 
Lois Montgomery 
Richard & Kimberly Morehart 
Elizabeth C Morrison 
Jim Mount 
Sean and Mara Mullins 
Caroline Mullins-Erro 
Keith & Virginia Munroe 
Jann & Curtis Vick Norbeck 
Barbara O'Connor 
Dianna O'Connor 
Roberta Pagano 
Frieda Parker 
Gabriela Parker 
Hugo Patino 
Ofelia Perez 
Roy Pettit 
Nancy Ann Pinoli 
Wayne & Margaret Posten 
Michelle Preston 
Beverly Pritchard 
Sharon Raimondo 
David F. Raube 
David & Clare Rhodes 
Matt & Suzy Robison 

Richard Doscher 
Jennifer Dubois 
Wayne & Susan Dutra 
Tera Ebert 
DeAnn Edwards 
Jerry and Carla Emig 
Suzanne Erb 
Jan & Steve Ernst 
Gail Ferrari-Martin 
Larry Fister 
Suzanne Foster 
Frank and Jayne Fuentes 
Bernice George 
Tanya Geren 
Ingrid Giminez 
Tina Graver 
Bettie Griffith 
Carol Guerrero 
Joel & Brenda Hall 
Barbara Harris 
Charles Harris 
Brian L. Henson 
Susan & Gary Hickerson 
Patricia Hollister 
Jennifer Honor 
Lynnette Jordan 
Vivien Kablanow 
Laurie Karp 
Terry & Cheryl Kershaw 
Brook Kirchhoff 
Debra & Rob Kiss 
Annie Krigbaum 
Cynthia Lanning 
Mandy Lawton 
Nicole Leonard 
Angela Lopez 
 

Bernie Rocha 
Lena Rodabaugh 
Jocelyn Roland 
Linda Russell 
Michele Sabia 
Judith Sanders 
Tim & Susan Sanders 
Roxanna Sanders-Smith 
Raymond Sayad 
Barbara Schingler 
Barbara Schneider 
Steve Schuller 
Frank Schumacher 
Janille Shears 
Shannon Short 
Erin Shultz 
Ron & Judy Shurtz 
Laurel Smith 
Joseph Spieker 
Richard Starke 
Gail & Harold Tennis 
Patricia & Pete Teresi 
Penny Toelkes 
Cynthia Toupin 
Elizabeth Van Hagen 
Cathee & Samuel Vaughn 
Karen Vieira 
Olive Vinande 
Katherine Webb 
Colleen Weidman 
Noel Luc & Sandra Westfall 
Bryan Weststeyn 
Dave & Cynthia Winegarden 
Dennis Wing 
 

Income  
Direct Public Support $122,215 
Direct Mail Solicitation $42,361 
Indirect Public Support $5,039 
Outreach Program Income $1,265 
Special Events Income $32,639 
Grants $51,811 
Other Income $2,424 
Total Income $257,754 
  

Expenses  
Gazebo Construction $7,369 
Laundry Shed Construction $6,322 
Pond Renovation $13,675 
Equipment $1,784 
Repairs and Improvements $19,915 
Utilities $6,409 
Animal Program Expenses $35,758 
Business Expenses $1,229 
Travel and Meetings $2,912 
Other Expenses $18,657 
Printing Publications Postage $3,235 
Fundraising Expenses $6,807 
Labor Expenses $142,133 
Total Expenditures $266,203 
  

Profit/Loss -$8,449 

The Statement of Activity at the end of 2021 showed 
a $30,860 profit. At the end of 2022, it showed an $8,449 
deficit. In both years, our total income varied by less 
than $200. However, expenditures were much greater in 
2022.  

General expenses were up across the board. The two 
largest increases were labor expenses, which increased 
by $20,000, and animal care expenses, which increased 
by $10,000. 

The increase in labor expenses results from an in-
crease in the minimum wage. Increased animal care ex-
penses were caused by increasing prices for food items.  

We are fortunate to have free supplies of day-old 
ducks and adult mice, but the cost of mealworms and 
crickets increased, as did dog food, cat food, eggs, and 
formula. Although we cannot accept donations of most 
dog and cat food brands, these items can be donated 
through our Amazon wish list.   

*** 
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Name _________________________________________________________ Date___________________________  
 
Street ________________________________________________________ Phone(        )_____________________  
 
City____________________________________________________________State______Zip_________________  
 
E-mail Address_________________________________________________________________________________  
 

_________No Receipt             _________Email Receipt                   _________Mailed Receipt 
 
_______New Membership ____ Membership Renewal ____ General Donation _____ Restricted Donation  
 
__$20 Individual__$30 Family __$50 Grantor __$100 Sustaining __$500 Contributor __ $1000 Donor  Other $ ______  
 

All donations are tax deductible and gratefully accepted. Please consult your tax advisor. 
Make checks payable to: SWCC, P.O. Box 298, Hughson, CA 95326 - THANK YOU! 

Please email SWCCenter@StanislausWildlife.org if you would like to volunteer. 
 

                                           The SWCC does not sell or give addresses to anyone!                            Winter 2023 

Moving?? 
If your address changes, please let us know. Send in the membership form or email: 

SWCCenter@StanislausWildlife.org 

Membership Form 

 

SWCC Staff 
Executive Director 
 Donna Burt 
 

Animal Care Manager 
 Veronica Sandow 

 

Animal Care Coordinators 
  Duane Dahl 

 Alyssa Washburn 
 Michelle Mason 
 Debbie Jones 
 

Board of  Directors 
Janice Lookabaugh Chairperson 
Linda Weidman Vice-Chair 
Cindy Manning Treasurer 
Dorothy Tuggle Secretary 
Phil McKay Member 
Jennifer Gowans Member 
Dr. Doug Marks Veterinarian 
Donna Burt Executive Director 
 

Besides western pond turtles, we also receive red-eared sliders and 
box turtles, which are not native species. Sliders have colorful heads 
with yellow and red stripes. Box turtles seldom go into the water. They 
are small and ball-shaped. Both are legal to keep as pets and are sold 
in pet stores. Because sliders live in rivers and compete with western 
pond turtles, they are considered both invasive and detrimental.  

Most of the turtles we receive are not injured or orphaned. They 
have been kidnapped by well-meaning people. Turtles wander through 
yards and fields, sometimes far from water, searching for nest sites and 
mates. They are harmless, not lost, and best left alone.  

If you are considering a turtle as a pet, be sure to research their 
needs. They have unique dietary and housing needs, and, despite their 
appearance, they are consummate escape artists.  

***	
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Stanislaus Wildlife Care Center  
P.O. Box 298  
Hughson, CA  
95326 209-883-9414  
SWCCenter@stanislauswildlife.org  
www.stanislauswildlife.org  

Pileated Woodpeckers                                                                                  Donna Burt 


