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The Mission of SWCC is to promote respect for wildlife and increase the public's awareness of the importance 
of preserving wildlife through the care of injured and orphaned California native wild animals and community 
education.  
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By Nancy Haydock 
 

Doves are one of the most 
commonly admitted animals at the 
SWCC. They represent 12% of our 
admissions, around 250 birds each 
year. About half are native mourn-
ing doves, the other half are intro-
duced Eurasian collared doves.  

Most of the doves admitted are 
babies. Doves build rather flimsy 
nests, and the babies fall out easily. 
The rest of the doves are adults who 
have collided with a car or window 
or have been mauled by a house cat. 
Besides broken bones and internal 
injuries, a common injury is a torn 
crop. 
 Seeds make up ninety-nine percent of the mourning dove's diet. They forage 
on the ground until their crops are bulging, then they rest until the meal is di-
gested. A full crop is enormous and easily injured. Doves come in with gaping 
rips in their necks and seeds falling out. Although the wounds look appalling, if 
they are fresh, they usually heal rather well when sutured properly.  

The mourning dove, Zenaida macroura, is a member of the dove family, Colum-
bidae. It is also known as the American mourning dove or rain dove. They live in 
open grasslands with scattered trees. They are also a game bird, and about twenty 
million are shot annually in the U.S. for sport and meat. They are prolific breeders 
and able to sustain this loss. In warm areas, one pair may raise six broods of two 
young in a year. 

Mourning doves are about twelve inches in length with a rounded head. The 
tail is long and tapered with white tips. The legs are short and pinkish. Their feet 
have three toes forward and one pointing back. The brownish-black beak is short. 
Feathers are delicate brown to buffy-tan with black spots on the wings and black.  

They fly fast with powerful wingbeats making sudden ascents, descents, and 
turns. The wings make an unusual whistling sound during take-off and landing. 

 
Continued on page 3 

Mourning Dove                     Veronica Sandow 
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Welcome Phil McKay 

Eurasian Collared Dove 
By Donna Burt 
 
When I started the SWCC back in 1984, I had never 

heard of Eurasian collared doves. Today, about half of all 
the doves we admit are Eurasian collared doves, Streptopelia 
decaocto.  

Collared doves were introduced to the Bahamas as pets 
in the 1970s. Some escaped, bred, and made their way to 
Florida. The first Eurasian collard dove in North America 
was seen near Miami in 1982. Today they can be found all 
over North America. 

Although Eurasian collared doves look and act a lot 
like our native mourning doves, they are not closely related.  

The Eurasian collared dove is native to Europe and 
Asia, as its name implies.  

Collared doves are somewhat bigger than mourning 
doves. They have a partial ring around the back of their 
necks, and they lack the darks spots that mourning doves 
have on their backs. They are also more likely to be found 
in disturbed or developed habitats than mourning doves.  

Usually, introduced species cause havoc when they in-
vade new areas, but the jury is still out on the collared dove. 
According to researchers at the Cornell Lab of Ornithol-
ogy, the population of mourning doves remains constant 
even when collared doves invade an area.  

Collared doves carry both trichomoniasis and para-
myxovirus. They may be responsible for spreading those 
diseases to other birds. In the case of trich, infected birds 
have difficulty swallowing seeds. They pick 

them up and then drop them. When other birds pick up 
the seeds, they can become infected. Also, hawks and 
owls that eat infected doves can get trich.  

There is a difference in the calls of mourning doves 
and collared doves, although it is somewhat difficult to 
explain in writing.  

Mourning doves have a soft cooOOoo. The middle 
OO goes up in pitch. The oo at the end goes back down 
and may be repeated. The collared doves sound more 
like goo-GOO-goo. The middle is louder, but the entire 
call tends to stay on the same pitch and be a little faster 
than mourning doves.  

At the SWCC, we treat the collared doves in the 
same way we treat mourning doves, care for them, and 
release where found. Always keeping them isolated from 
non-doves.  

*** 

By Donna Burt 
 
Phil McKay was a founding member of the SWCC 

and the first president of the board. He left to become a 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife game war-
den. Now retired, he has once again joined the board of 
directors. 

So far, he has helped by carting off the remains of 
the ancient songbird aviaries that we demolished be-
cause they were structurally unsound and unsafe.  

Thank you, Phil. 
*** Eurasian Collared  Dove                                   Veronica Sandow 

Eurasian Collared Doves                                  Donna Burt.   
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Supplies We Need 
Paper Towels 
Toilet Paper (for bird nests) 
Kleenex (for bird nests) 
Puppy Pads 
13 gal plastic garbage bags 
Dishwashing Gloves (S & M) 
Visit our Amazon Wish List for other ideas. 
 

Volunteers & Money 

Newly hatched babies are helpless with closed eyes and 
they are sparsely covered with down. Mourning dove ba-
bies are almost identical in appearance to Eurasian collared 
doves. But they do have one difference. Eurasian collared 
doves have yellow down and mourning doves have gray 
down.  

While most birds feed their newly hatched babies in-
sects or other food items, doves, along with pigeons, feed 
their newly hatched babies a secretion called 'milk' from 
special glands in their crop. It is not the same as milk from 
cows or other mammals. After a few days, the 'milk' is sup-
plemented with seeds. The babies do not gape, like most 
songbirds such as robins or finches. Instead, the baby puts 
its beak inside the mouth of the parent bird and eats the 
'milk' and seeds. Since the babies won't voluntarily open 
their mouths, we have to open the mouth and syringe diet 
into the crop. 

The mourning dove's coo sounds sad as if they are in 
mourning, as their name suggests. The call is used to claim 
territory and find a mate. Pairs often nibble each other, bob 
heads, and coo in unison. Doves begin to breed in early 
March and continue into late fall.  

Doves and pigeons carry a disease call trichomoniasis 
or trich for short. It is caused by a protozoon called 
Trichomonas gallinae, not to be confused with Trichomonas 
vaginalis, which causes a sexually transmitted disease in hu-
mans. Bird trich causes large masses of tissue, called  
	

2019 Financial Statement 

Mourning Dove continued from page 1 

plaques, to grow in the mouth and nasal cavities, pre-
venting the birds from eating. The disease is highly con-
tagious. Pigeons and doves can be asymptomatic carri-
ers. They can have trich but appear healthy. Or they can 
suffer from it for a long time before eventually dying. It 
is treatable if not too far advanced. 

However, many songbirds, especially house finches, 
can die from trich before they have any noticeable symp-
toms. To prevent the spread of this disease within our 
crowded baby bird room, we do not keep doves at the 
SWCC. All doves go into homecare while they are being 
hand-fed. Once they are self-feeding, we house them in 
aviaries that are separate from our songbird complex. 

*** 
 

Mourning Dove                                                  Donna Burt 

If you simply subtract the total income from the total expenses, it looks 
as if we are over $120,000 in the hole. However, most of that was spent to 
build the raptor complex. Money for that project was acquired in 2018. Dis-
counting the raptor complex expenses, we spent $10,383 more than we 
earned. 

We did have an unexpected $6,000 bill for septic system repairs, and we 
purchased a much-needed shed to store our riding mower, other mowers, and 
landscaping equipment.  

*** 

Income  
Interest $81 
Taxable Sales $1,164 
Direct Public Support $91,213 
Direct Mail Solicitation $37,882 
Indirect Public Support $9,376 
Outreach  $1,773 
Special Events Income $9,085 
Reimbursements/Insurance Payment $2,219 
Restricted Funds Income $3,000 
Total Income  $155,793 
  

Expenses  
Cost of Goods Sold $910 
Raptor Complex  $110,233 
Gardening Shed + Shelving $3,164 
Major Equipment $2,181 
Repairs & Improvements $14,345 
Utilities $7,043 
Animal Care Expenses $20,803 
Business/General Expenses $4,636 
General Supplies $11,925 
Telephone/Internet $2,991 
Insurance $4,907 
Postage, Printing, & Fundraising $10,064 
Labor $84,116 
Total Expenses $276,409 
 

Expenses Minus Raptor Complex $166,176 
  

Profit/Loss (Minus Raptor Complex) -$10,383 
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	 	 2019 $1,000+ Donors 
	

Vanda Aalgaard 
Karen Aaron-Hubbard 
Dan & Terra Abeyta 
Kathleen Acosta 
Diane Adams 
Manuel Aguiniga 
Minou Alexander 
Alpine Pacific Nut Co. 
Babette Alvernaz 
Robert Amberger 
Ronald Anderson & Stacy Shirley 
Carol Anderson 
Richard Anderson 
Gwen Arnold 
Barbara Baer 
Janice & William Baffunno 
Samuel & Margarert Baker 
Lori A. Barakatt 
Lew and  Andrea Barker 
Nancie Barnett 
E. M. and J. E. Barros 
Lawrence & Cheryl Bartlett 
Danny & Dianna Bates 
Karen Baumbach 
Betty Beard 
Jarrod & Nicole Bell 
Susan Benes 
Joel & Halla Bernard 
Glenna Bernstein 
Barry Berolo 
Meredith Berry 
Belinda Bittner 
Attorneys at Law Bixby & Aguiar 
Ken & Paula Blackshear 
Jo Ann Bledsoe 
Robert & Darlene Boggeri 
John & Nancy Boggs 
Harvey & Dora Lee Bolin 
Lew & Megan Boyle 
David & Carol Bragan 
John Brennan 
Leslie Bretz 
Sydney L. Brown 
Michael & Cindy Brunn 
Fran Bryant 
David Bryson 
Constance A. Bulfer 
Wm Burkart 
Larry & Anise Burns 
Bob & Pam Caine 
Annhenrie Campbell 
Capp Monique & Justin 
Charlie Care 
Tommi Lou Carosella 
Larry & Elena Carpenter 
	

Scott & Jan Carrothers 
Cheryl Cathcart 
Rosemary Cayton 
Ceres Woman's Club 
Wilson Cheung 
Robert & Joan Chiesa 
Lucinda Chipponeri 
Sandra L. Cissell 
Charles & Cheryl Cline 
Bill Close 
Trevia Coleman 
Marian & Melinda Coles 
Tim & Jan Conas 
Conlin Supply Company 
Albert & Elizabeth Conlin 
Darlene Connelly 
Diana Connolly 
J E Coplantz 
Terri Corbeil 
Darlene & Dennis Cornwall 
Jerome Cottrell 
Mark & Sandy Covello 
John & Diane Cox 
Linda & Alan Crogan 
Katie Cullen 
Roselyn & Don Cunningham 
Mike & Lindsey Curry 
Marci D'Arpino 
James & Annabelle Aguilar 

Dachenaus 
Alan & Gail Damas 
Mark & Reva Damir 
Sheri Darrough 
Virginia L. Davis 
Harold & Janette DeArmond 
Ricardo Delima 
Anthony DeMarinis 
Donna Develine 
Diamond Bar Arena 
Doug & Vicki Divine 
James Doherty 
Brian & Veronica Dolnick 
Matt Doyle 
Wayne & Susan Dutra 
Beverly Eaton 
Julie Eckhatdt 
Elite Pest Solutions 
Roy & Vicky Ellis 
Trina Ensley 
Salonen Enterprises Inc 
E. J. . Erwin 
H. G. Ethier 
Dorothy Fairchild 
Gambini Farms 
New Mettle Farms 
	

Kent & Truda Faulkner 
Richard & Melissa Feemster 
(Carol) Bonnie Feuer 
Neff Fleisig 
John & Molly K Flemate 
Jacqueline E. Foret 
Jennifer Foster 
Steven Fotheringham 
Janis Frates 
Dottie Frias 
Maureen Fuertes 
Elsa Fulton 
Ralph & Barbara Gaarde 
Leesa & Mitchell Gagos 
Maria Gallegos 
Ryan Gallo 
Mary & Michael Gambel 
Vijay Gaur 
Bernice George 
David & Margot Germano 
Sharon Gilbert 
Ingrid Giminez 
Brian & Laura Gini 
Robert Giuseponi 
Gary & Marilyn Gliddon 
Richard & Nancee Gomez 
Kathleen Gonsales 
Yasmine Gonsalves 
John Goodman 
Julie Gorman 
Normalee Graves 
Byron & Jane Gregerson 
Kelly Gregerson 
Diane Griego 
Tracy Griesner 
Michael & Sharyn Griffin 
Jane Groft 
Mary Grove 
Gary Guadagnolo 
Carol Guerrero 
Robin Gulvin 
Deborah Gunther 
Barbara Guzman 
Leona Guzman 
Willian & Rita Habeeb 
Katherine K. Hager 
Jill Hall 
Lorna Hall 
James Hammonds 
Kenneth Hanigan 
Patricia Harp 
Anne L Harris 
Barbara Harris 
Lisa & Chris Harris 
Tracee & Wayne Harris 
 

Michelle Barnard 
Marty Beltran-Miknus 
Angie Bosio 
Barbara Brady-Smith 
James & Karen Clarke 
Albert Dixon 
James Doherty 
	

Ray Jr. Figone 
Christine & Marvin Johnson 
Beth Kimball 
Karen Koenig 
J & L Lowder 
Michael & Paulette MacDonald 
Jennifer Murer 
	

Shannon Paboojian 
Cecil & Ella Pace 
James Pennoyer 
Jennifer Pitts 
John & June Rogers 
The Baltoro Trust 
Kathy Zumbrunn 
	

2019 $50 to $999 Donors 
	 Jane Harrison 

David & Catherine Hart 
Mark & Nancy Haskett 
Jonell and John Hassapakis 
Mary Haygood 
Jason Hayner 
Mark Helfer 
Elizabeth Herdt 
Suzanne Hewitt 
Susan & Gary Hickerson 
Douglas & Susan Highiet 
Lindsey Hodge 
Sean & Janice Hogan 
Sam Holdaway 
Madeline Holloway 
Stan & Diana Holtz 
Debra Horner 
Terri Horner 
Walt Howerton 
Peggy Hoyle 
Barbara Hudelson 
James & Lizabeth Hurst 
Beverly Hydari 
Mike & Tena Imbrunetti 
Teresa Jennings 
Dean and Laura Jepson 
Ronald & Kristin Johns 
Paula Johnson 
Robert & Rebecca Johnson 
Rodney Johnson 
David and Becky Jones 
Nancy and Kathie Jones 
Ron Jones 
Wayne & Kathy Junso 
Carole Kamrar 
Marie Kelly 
Peggy & Jim Kervin 
Iris Kestler 
Hugh & Diane Kiely 
Lauren Klein 
Michael Kloberdanz 
Elizabeth & Helen Kounias 
Joe & Mattie Krawchuk 
Doris Kurtz 
Vickie La Conte 
Daniel Lamb 
Inc. Lander Veterinary Clinic 
Patricia Landucci 
Richard & Jackie Lane 
Anthony Langford 
Barbara Langley 
Lisa Larson 
Arthur and Janine Lawrence 
Duane & Tina Lawrence 
Carla Lee 
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Jodie Rae Lee 
John Lee 
Anastasia Legatos 
Linda & Mark / Katherine 

Mitcell Lewis 
Randi Lewis 
Karl & Barbara Libsch 
Dave Linn 
Alan & Pamela Little 
Rich Little 
LLC Living Creations 
Mitch & Terisa Logsdon 
Evaly & Krista Long 
Mark & Anne Looker 
Steve Lopez 
Jonathan Lueth 
Tracy Lum & Ava Morris 
David & Julie Lyon 
Gail Lytle 
Ana Maria Machado 
James & Cindy Manning 
Manteca Garden Club 
Robert & Linda Martelli 
Steve Mayotte 
Mary & Robert McCabe 
Jennifer McDonald 
Matt McWhorter 
Janet McWilliams 
Susan Medina 
Thomas Meninga 
Merced College - Social Science 

Club 
Barbara Miller 
Mistlin Honda 
Modesto Garden Club 
Richard & Kimberly Morehart 
Stephen Morris 
Jim Mount 
Christine & Kristen Moynihan 
Philip Muirhead 
Barton Muller 
Keith & Virginia Munroe 
Jim & Kay Myers 
John Myrtakis 
Henry & Mary Navarrete 
Francine Navone 
 Kay Nelson 
Perry Nelson 
Ric and Lenora Nesslage 
Network for Good 
Longhai Nguyen 
Anna Nicholas 
Richard & Lisa Nix 
Barbara O'Connor 
Phillip F Oldenhage 
Jose & Ruth Olguin 
Sharon Olson 
Louis & Mary Oneil 
John & Susan Oney 
Luann Oney 
Cathy & Gene Orland 
Billie Jo Ousley 
S. Kyle Pack 
Michele Painter 
Angela Parker 
Suzanne Parker 
Austin & Frances Parks 
Carol A. Parks 
Barbara Parrill 
 

Passadori Ranch 
Hugo Patino 
Carmen Pedrioli 
John Pedro 
Jennifer Peet 
Terry Perry 
Pets & Pals 
Roy Pettit 
Ramson, Helen, Laura, Nate Piro 
Podolsky M. D. Susan 
Popoff Family Foundation 
David & Erlene Price 
Erin Raddatz 
Lenore Raffo 
Shirley Ramirez 
SJJ Ranch 
Nancy Rasmussen 
David F. Raube 
Ken & Ellen Reed 
Louise and Gary Reed 
Sharon & Charles Reed 
Gary & Alicin Reeve 
E.M. Reid 
Dawn & Stein, Will Reis 
H. Dieter & Hanna Renning 
Karen & Hank Retford 
Nancy & Spencer Reynolds 
David & Clare Rhodes 
Terry Richardson 
Ronald Richter 
Daniel & Marilyn Ricketts 
Kent & Suzanne Roberts 
Matt & Suzy Robison 
Stacy Robison 
Mike & Sharon Rodoani 
Mauricio Rodriguez 
Frank Rogers 
Terres & Juanita Ronneberg 
John & Marie Rossi 
Marlene Rowe 
Sherri & Randi Beeson Rozar 
Roberto & Barbara Salazar 
Ted & Donna Salmans 
Karryn Salonen 
Chris Salzer 
Jennifer Sampson 
Nicole Sasser 
Sonya Schali 
Laurel Scheidt 
Tom & Victoria Schmit 
 

Tricia Schreeder Turner 
Frank Schumacher 
Schut Insurance Services 
Erin Shultz 
Elizabeth Shuman 
Ron & Judy Shurtz 
Howard & Effie Siggins 
Don Silva 
Nancy Silva 
Nancy Sitkiewicz 
Laurel Smith 
Sue Smith 
Terry Smith 
Terry Smith 
Robin Snider 
Peter & Irene Snow 
Janie Soito 
Jo Ellen Souza 
Paulette Spadini 
Rodney Stancill 
James & Joy Stanton 
Rich Starke 
Joyce Starkey 
Donna Starn 
RC & Sons Starn 
Anna Stewart 
Rose & Tracy Grainger Stillo 
Tami & Marc Stocks 
Stephanie & Paula Martelli Stolte 
Lisa Stone 
Lois Strasser 
Mary Anne Strom 
Sandra & Herman Stroud 
Shawn & Carol Stull 
Sunshine Club of Turlock 
Robert Surber 
Anthony Sutter 
Lorilee Sutter 
Gary Swanberg 
Jamie Sweeney 
Margaret Szczepaniak 
Lise Talbott 
Jean M. Tarabek 
Jim & Diane Taylor 
Technical Fabrication 
Arlis & Sylvia Teekell 
Julia Ten Brink 
Linda Tereba 
Patricia & Pete Teresi 
Pam Ternus 
 

Nancy & Don Tetrick 
William & Angela Thayer 
The David E. Gallo Foundation 
The Organic Co. 
Trace and April Votaw Thomas 
Klan Tobin 
Penny Toelkes 
Elk Grove Toyota 
Mike & Milissa Tozzi 
Brenda Trantham 
Andrew Treskon 
Barry & Jeanne Trickey 
Valerie Tudor 
Dorothy Tuggle 
Turlock Garden Club 
Christine Turner 
Monika Ullmann 
Dennis & Judy Ulrich 
F. M. & Sons Upton 
Laura Van Nieuwenhuyzen 
Cathee & Samuel Vaughn 
Gary and Barbara Vian 
Jaydeen Vicente 
Villaverde Marcelle 
Vintage Dental 
Lyle & Paula Voigt 
Dr Gary and Babette Wagner 
Dona & Jose Fernandez Wash-

ington 
Rod & Rena Webster 
Les & Linda Weidman 
Sheila Weldum 
Bryan Weststeyn 
Leland & Judi White 
Sue & Lee Whitmer 
Josephine Whitmore 
Joseph Wiggett 
Michael & Susan Wilhoit 
Melinda Will 
Cathy Williams 
Mary Williams 
Mary Ellen Williams 
Dennis Wing 
Sun Cha Winters 
Veronica Woodruff 
Barry Wooledge 
A. Karen Yingling 
Bruce Young 
Evelyn Young 
Zambruno Farms 
 

Mary Ann Strom Memorial Bryan Parker 
Roy & Vicky Ellis Memorial Josephine Whitmore 
Sunshine Club of Turlock Memorial Josephine Whitmore 
Kathleen Barnett Memorial Ryker, peregrine falcon 
John & Jonell Hassapakis Memorial Poppy, our Scottie 
Charles & Cheryl Cline Memorial Paul Snider 
Anna Stewart In honor of Anna's Birthday 
Ken & Paula Blackshear In honor of Cindy's Retirement 
Ken & Paula Blackshear In honor of Cindy's Birthday 

 

2019 $50 to $999 Donors Continued 
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Please come to the Baby Animal Shower April 25, 2020! 
 

	 	

By Cindy Manning 
 
It takes many months of hard work to make the Baby 

Animal Shower a success. We start planning for the next 
Baby Animal Shower a month or so after the last one.  

Many months ahead of the event, I invite docents 
from the Stanislaus County Library to put on a puppet 
show. I also invite Rich & Sherry to come with their hot 
rod BBQ. And I apply for a raffle permit from the state. 
The invitations must be designed and to the printers long 
before the event so they can be mailed to arrive in time.  

The most labor-intensive part of Baby Animal 
Shower is finding donations for our raffle. Committee 
members and other volunteers go into the community 
and ask for donations well in advance of the event. Last 
year we had over 60 prizes that people could bid for.  

We also check out our tables, chairs, canopies, dis-
plays, and other equipment to make sure it is still in good 
working order, and we have enough. We have to order 
sundae supplies, owl pellets, game supplies, and so forth. 
And we have to check and replace the jesses and anklets 
our resident birds wear. We also take the opportunity to 
trim beaks and talons if needed. And of course, we order  
new tee shirts. It can take several weeks to get a tee shirt 
order printed, bagged, and ready to sell. This year we have 
a new design, so that takes even longer. 
 
	

Baby Animal Shower 
Parking is a recurring problem. The Fox Grove 

Fishing Access lot looks huge, but we always have more 
cars than there are spaces. We ask permission to open 
up other areas but still run out of space.  

We apologize if you have difficulty finding a parking 
place. To make it easier for everyone, please, follow the 
directions of the parking attendants. 

The week before the event is amazingly busy. Be-
sides the increasing number of baby animals we receive, 
we clean every speck of the center, blowing debris off 
the parking lot, washing windows, knocking down spider 
webs, trimming bushes, sprucing up the lawns, weeding 
the gardens, and organizing equipment.   

The day before the event, we put up the canopies, 
tables, and chairs. Sometimes it gets quite warm, so each 
year we try to increase the shaded areas and places to sit. 
Which means buying more canopies and chairs.  

All employees and volunteers work Baby Animal 
Shower day. Some are out with the public, but a lot are 
behind the scenes caring for the animals and keeping 
everything working. Outside groups such as the Girl 
Scouts or school clubs also help with the event. 

***	

Golden Eagle                                                                                                                                                      Veronica Sandow0 
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Name _________________________________________________________ Date___________________________  
 
Street ________________________________________________________ Phone(        )_____________________  
 
City____________________________________________________________State______Zip_________________  
 
E-mail Address_________________________________________________________________________________  
 
__New Membership ____ Membership Renewal ____ General Donation _____ Restricted Donation  
 
__$20 Individual__$30 Family __$50 Grantor __$100 Sustaining __$500 Contributor __ $1000 Donor  Other $ ______  
 

If you do not need a receipt, please check here ___. You’ll save the SWCC the price of a stamp. Thank you! 
All donations are tax deductible and gratefully accepted. Please consult your tax advisor. 

Make checks payable to: SWCC, P.O. Box 298, Hughson, CA 95326 - THANK YOU! 
Please email SWCCenter@StanislausWildlife.org if you would like to volunteer. 

                                           The SWCC does not sell or give addresses to anyone!                            Spring  2020 

Moving?? 
If your address changes, please let us know. Send in the membership form or email: 

SWCCenter@StanislausWildlife.org 

By Donna Burt 
 
It may be hard to get excited about a shed unless you 

have a lot of expensive equipment stacked on a rotten 
floor inside a rusty leaky shed with a door that doesn't 
work. Twenty years ago, our table and chair shed might 
have kept the rain, bugs, and mice out, but that time has 
long past. 

To put on events like Baby Animal Shower, we have 
two dozen tables, and about sixty chairs, several 10' X 20' 
canopies, pop up canopies, ice chests, and all kinds of 
smaller supplies from ice cream sundae supplies to kid's 
games. That is a significant investment, but it is hard to 
keep it safe in a dilapidated shed. 

Rather than buy another simple garden shed with a 
limited lifespan, we want to buy a prefab building like our 
storage shed. These prefab buildings are double walled and 
insulated. They have lockable doors and windows. When 
placed on a concrete pad, they are waterproof and long 
lasting. 

  
 

Help! We Need a New Shed 

Membership Form 

Just piling the tables, chairs, canopies, and other sup-
plies on the floor is inefficient, risks damage, and makes 
it hard to get the equipment in and out of the shed. So, 
we want to buy rolling trucks (that is what the heavy-duty 
rolling shelving units are called) to store the tables, chairs, 
canopies and other supplies.  

And, we can roll the equipment out to the parking 
lot on the shelves instead of lugging each canopy, table, 
and box one at a time. 

We would love to have someone fund this. 
 
Building including tax, shipping, & labor   $5,000 
Concrete pad   $3,200 
Heavy duty rolling shelving 6 at $300 
each including tax and shipping  $1,800 
 
Total  $10,000 
 

Help us turn this                                                            into this 
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The flying squirrels are also doing fine. Being both 
nocturnal and non-aggressive, there is no problem clean-
ing their cage. We also filled their cage with unsold Christ-
mas trees, which they investigate and use bits as nesting 
material.  

 
Both the Douglas and flying squirrels will be released 

as soon as the high elevation weather permits. We will be 
sad to see these unique animals leave, but happy to know 
that they are free.  

*** 
Updates by Veronica Sandow 

Douglas Squirrel 

Golden Eagle 

Our Golden Eagle, who tested positive for West Nile 
Virus (WNV) in September, is progressing well. She is 
now beginning her pre-release conditioning while we wait 
for the results of the last WNV titer. That will show if 
there is any virus left in her system.  

For the past couple of months, she has been reluctant 
to fly, at least when people were present, even though she 
can. She is now in the 100' long eagle aviary. Our team is 
now encouraging the bird to fly several times a day, and 
she is getting stronger. There doesn't appear to be any 
long-lasting neurological damage.  

Thank you to Dr. Davis of the Monte Vista Small 
Animal Hospital and Cristen Langner of California De-
partment of Fish and Wildlife for their work with this ea-
gle.  

*** 
	

The Douglas squirrel had to be overwintered because 
the weather in the release site was too cold by the time she 
was ready for release. To keep the squirrel from go-
ing nuts, we give her various forms of enrichment. Thanks 
to Lowe's, who donated their unsold Christmas trees, we 
were able to turn her cage into a veritable forest! The real  

 
 

Flying Squirrels 

trees have encouraged material gathering, climbing on 
natural surfaces, and stashing food in novel places just like 
she would in the wild. 

Douglas Squirrels are highly territorial, and this one 
is no exception. To prevent people from getting bit, we 
installed a sliding door to lock her into her nest box 
while we're cleaning the cage. It is her cage, and humans 
are not permitted. 

*** 


